Clinical comparison between exogenous and haematogenous periprosthetic joint infections caused by Staphylococcus aureus.
Patient-related risk factors for invasive Staphylococcus aureus infection overlap with those for periprosthetic joint infections (PJIs). We compared these factors and clinical characteristics between 17 exogenous and 40 haematogenous PJIs caused by S. aureus. Exogenous cases presented significantly more often with damaged periprosthetic soft tissue, whereas haematogenous cases more often had systemic signs of infection, such as fever, chills, and sepsis syndrome. However, comorbid conditions associated with S. aureus infection and/or PJIs did not differ between the two groups. These findings imply that patient-related risk factors for S. aureus infection do not help to predict the mode of infection acquisition in prosthetic joints.